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THE FLEET IN THE NORTH
RIVER.

An Objeet Losson Concerning the Duty
of Natienal Preparedness.

To ram Eprror or Tus Bun—B8ir:
These American patriots of the Dern-
burgian school, how many are there
of them? What are they trying to
do to this country?

The vast majority of the Americans
of German descent are loyal, faithful
citizens of the repubdlie, regardless
of any sympathy they may have for
Germany in her trouble,

They exchanged their fatherland for
& motherland that has welcomed them,
cuddled them, nourished them, proa-
pared them and glven them a happi-
neas which they could aomt find at |
home. And this }and that has moth-
ered them is first In their affections,

But there is A small element of al-
leged Americans who still think, talk,
act and vote as Germans. These have
Joined with the subjects of the Kalser
who are under American proteetion
to brine contempt upon the Ameri-
can Government,

| !
gression because you are not equipped couraging. He refused “The Earl of |
to defend your honor or the integrity Pawtucket” and Avovsrva Trowmas,

of your country.”

If the Dernburgians can teach us to

realize our duty to posterity In the

matter of national defence these mis-

guided and unfriendly “patriots’ will

have accomplished some good. Is it

not so? AMM1 WrRIGHT,
New Yomm, May 10.

The Pledge.

l

then pnt under eontract for a term
of years, offered him “The Emhnssy
Balll”  Previously he had given to
Mr. PFrouusman, who regretted the loss
of “Arizona,” a play ealled *“Colo-
rado.”” When he refused ““T'he Climb-
ers,” Crype Firen wrote for him “An
American Duochess.” Such experi-
ences would have discouraged any
manager. It must never he overlooked,
however, that there wers ather entre-

In common Jjustice to the Presl. | preneurs who were all the time draw-.

dent the following form of pledge or
promise is proposed by Tue Sv~ for
the serlous consideration of all con-

‘cerned :

“In case war betwean the United

States and (ermany and her allles
should result from the course now taken

by President WiLson's Administration
with regard to the German massacre of
non-combatant American passengers on
the British ship Lusitania, I, —,
an American citizen by birth [or natu-
ralisation], pledge my entire fortuns, If
required, and my Iife, if needed, for the
proseoution of hostilitias. 1 promise, on
my honor, te put my person at the dis-
position of the United States CGovern-
ment for military or naval service Im-
mediataly after the declaration of war
or tha beginning of a state of war thus
induced.”

We maintain that any citizen will.
ing to bhack his sentiments with a
plige of this character is entitied

to demand of the President !mmedi- |

ate action leading to war. He I8
qualified to urge the Administration
to lose not an instant In swinging
wide open the doors of the Temple of
Janus. No better evidence of the
good faith of his advice conld be ex-
pected of him. The man in the street,
the newspaper proprietor or editor,
the former official, the politician, the
partisan sympathizer with the eause
of this or that one of the present
belligerents, who himself Is ready to
enlist and Is not merely demanding a
war which other men are to fight and

at this time the first ciaim upon the
President's respectful attention.
advice and [deas of others may be
useful and desirable to the Adminis
tration; but something s lacking
when the certificate of this personal
pledge is not there,

We print this morning a consider-

| able number of additional expressions

of opinion on the subject that now
fills every American mind and heart.

Thelr business {8 to il American
heart= with hatred agalnst the Presi- |
dent of the United Statesa because he
Yas not bowed in humility to the will
of the Wa ser by violating the laws of |
neutrality.

T! able accumulation of pu-!
triotg s under the leadership of one of
Cermany’s nationa) leaders. They are
charged with the duty of giving em-
phasis to German Insolence and to
teach Americans how (o like it

The hideous atrocities of the Kai-
eser’'s only friend, the odorous and bar-
barous Turk, sink into Insignificance
compared to those committed by Ger-
many In this war, and yet all this !s
excused and glorified by the Dernbur-
glans. Race superiority will tell!

To them the premeditated slaughter
of American sca travellers by Ger-
many is fust punishment for failure to
stand by the Kalser

All this s, of course, Intensely
pleasing to Americans and accounts
for their enthusiasm in support of the
German cause.

The way to make an inferior person
love and respect you is to treat him
with contempt, Lord it over him,
sneer at him, twist his nose, Ignore
his protests and at all times be insult-
ing and insolent. This Is what the

18 delect

German overlords have done to their |

friends, and this {s why the world's
sentiment is against Germany.

But the Dernburgians answer: “The
world ! an ass—especially the United
States. After the Kaiser has thrashed

the world It will understand that ho|

knowa beat."

One service these Dernburgians can
perform for us. They can lead ua to
the Hudson Rliver, where the bulk of
our navy is now anchored, and truth-
fully tell us these things:

“Here is all that stands between
you and foreign domination,

“War |8 to-day more barbarous and
cruel than ever before.

“Treaties with natlons that cannot
defend themselves are mere scraps of
paper to be torn up and destroved as
Germany done n Belgium, and
perhaps Jupan in China,

“And America will he the next, for
she is now

has

0 far as defence is con-
cerncd, not far from the position of

Belgium and China,

“Nine months of war have rendered !

obsolete more than half of the Ameri-
can navy.

“It has that speed and sub-
marines are the controlling factors in
sea war to-day.

“America has not enough
siarines to protect one port,

*#he has neither a cruiser nor a
battleghip that eould have caught and

shown

sub-

conquered the German commerce de-
#trovers the Ewmden and the
ruhe, Most of the Amerlcan navy
would be sunk befors it could bring
ita guns within range of the new m. 4-
ern battieships,

“In a year eventa have changed the
United States from a great world
F'ower to a helpless and undefended
natlen but little removed from the
China class,

“You dare not resent Insults and ag-

Karla- |

The variety of advice and the wide
difference in the point of view illus
trate again the perplexities of the
situation and the tremendous respon.
sihility now resting upon one man in
the White House, That burden may
no American increase by
considerate word or deed!

Which?

A not Inconsiderahle number of gen-
tlemen who possess facllity of expres
slon, digoity of oceupntion amd aeu
demic degrees of more or less im-
pressiveness are to perambulate the
Chautanqua clreult in this hot season
preaching international peace under
the richly endowed auspices of nn

loyal In

organization bearing the name of AN- |

DREW CARNFGIE. Of thelr persounel It
is announced that:

**This branch of the work will be done
by young coliege instructors who have
specialized In world politiea™

We confess that while we find It

entirely possible to restraln our !m
patience to hear what these “young
college Instructors who have specinl-
lzed In world politles” bhave to say,
Lone aspect of their proposed exertions
does interest us, We are moderately
fenrious to know whether their out-
| givings are to he in the tolerant anid
| tactful manner of the Herr Profes-
| sors of Berlln, or will partake of
:thP pollteness deslrable In ordinary
| human Intercourse,

Mr. Frohman's Plays.

It is singular that Cnaries Fron
MAN, who made his start on the smi-
lm‘nl ciareer of a theatre manuager
| through a drama written by BroNsON
| Howagrp, bad little sympathy for the

Amerlean playwright, He was made
|Ina business sense through “Shenan-
[ doah.”  But he was always more
| eager to listen to the volce of the

| French or English playwright than

to the American, During his lnst
| season as A manager he  prodoeed
| four dramas of native origin, He

found success in none of them,
| 8o it might be sald that his judg-
ment correct were it pot true
| that the theatrical successes of this
vear have been altogether the work
of natlve anthors, Whether 1t were
LOn Trial,” It Pays to Advertise,”
I"l'null-r Cover," “Marie-Odile™ '«
Show Xhop"-—to name the most pros
perous of the productions - the source
of them was American, 8o it is not
altogether the fault of the American
!|-:.|_\\\ right that he did not give Mr
Fromsax what he wanted,

His first experience A8 0 mannger
| was not of a klod to Interest him 'n
nntive works, He took “Pension
| Behoeller” from the German to WitLt-
Pian Geeerre, who mmde Al fhe
{Comiforts of Home™ out of It Just as
| e took to the same playwright “1eu
' Tonpinel” turned  Into My,
| Wilkinson's Widows,"” "“T'he Lest I'ar-
!ulim-" wars little wore than a literal
"transfer from the German of Lipwig
QI-‘l-tm\‘n play of the same name, It
 wis this early confldence In the soe.
cess of the play already tried olse-
where which led to his ablding prejn-
[dice aguinst what was made in Amer-
iea,

Then bis experiences were often dia-

Wis

1o he

ing popular and suceessful dramas
from these playwrights, |
But Mr. Fronsmax was ineradiea

bly prejudiced in favor of the foreign
author, His comedy company actod
nlmost exclusively playm of Gallie ori-
gin and English dramas were almost
nlways selectad for his lending nctors,
The American playwright had never
figured Importantly in his plans.
Possibly his future system wonld
have been differsnt. The very last |
play he ever produced was the work
of an anthor unknown as a dramatist.
‘““The Hyphen" was In fact the only
play ever presented by Cuanres!
Fronman which was not the work nr1
an established playwright.

Unofficial Impudence., 1

This is quoted from Dr. Deasptna's
latest unofelal communication to the
American people:

“Amearicans csan ha safa only by trav-
elllng on Amerlcan whipa flying the
American flag and not carrying contra-
band of war”

Are they sure they would be sate |
even then?

1f It should accur to some undersen |
assassin that the St. Louls might be |
“earrying contraband of war" what
assurance have we from Dr. Derxy
sURa that the flag would be any more
protection for that American sh!pi

for which orther men are to pay. has |

The |

than it was for the Gulfiight? I

A sight of the striking naval dia-
play now In the North River m-
presses with the grim and business.ike
aspect of the warships anchored there
But that a warship may be also a thing

| their
| sembled
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THE _LU_S!'I:ANIA.
An “Open Letter” to Mr. Wilson.

PrEsivENT WinLson-——S8ir; The loyal
cltizens of the U'nited States are, In this

world's crisls, looking to thelr Presi-
dent to take the prompt and deelsive
mensgures required to maintain the honor
and the dign of our country

wy want to feel assured that the
United ®rates will fulfil the obligations
that belong to It as the greatest of the
neutral natlons

A leagus of neutral States ought now

to be constituted under the leadership
f the United States, and this league
atould eall to strlet aceount the na-
tion which through repeated eriminal

actlons has placed itsalf outside of the
panle civilization

i iny must ha made to reallze
the power to ecapture does not and
cannot carry with it the right to kill

Mr. Ridder reminds us this morning
in the Staats-Zeitung that due notice
was given of the risk to be incurred,
under present war conditions, by pas-
sengers on the north Atlantic. The fact
that the German Ambassador, possess-
ing full knowledge of the barbarous
poliey of his Government and having
possibly also Leen Informed of the spe-

of
n

that

cific plan for the application of such
policy, saw fit to cautlon American
travellers that there was risk In jour-
neying to England does not lessen the
responsibliity for the murder of these
travellars

Jack the Ripper has given notice that
he proposes to continue his slaughter
of the wents, but this notice will

hardly ay

penalty murder
The murderous

ants of the Lusitania s indlcated by the

fact that, Instead of simply disabling
the vessel, s could ea v have been
v ymplished by a toarpedo blow for-

ward, which would have given oppor-
tunity for saving the passengera by
beaching or by the hoats, she was struck
in four j L] that she sank In a
few minutes

It was avidently tha purposa to bring
abouy the largast possihi'a loss of {ife

The thoroughness of the German dis-
eipline warrants the conclusion that
as was the cass with the burnings and
shootings in Helgium, not only the at-
tack itself but the method pursued was
in accord with specifie instruetion from
the Kalser.

American citilzans have the right to
Aapend upon thalr Government for pro-
tect'on, and the represcntatives of those
Americans who have been murdered look
to the President and to Congress to se-
cure dua redress

The peopl's should have an oppor-
tu ity of expressing theamselves through
representatives in Congress as-
at once in speclal session,

Suggestions for similar actlon on the
par f the other neutral States should
be given at oncs throurgh nur renresent-

80

of beauty {8 no longer to be belleved. atives in Ntockholm, ‘hristlania, Co-
The fighting craft of to-day may he penbagen and The Hague
many times more eflective than fta | ATSHCARS are preprid o eive cor
predecessors. It s not nearly so :‘ "‘1 b AN AN _:!"_"‘”"L‘- nt in wise
beautiful to contemplate, I CHeonts Haves POt
e | New Yomrk, May 10

There 8 eloquence in tha fact that | =
vandalism in q(‘cn!m‘. Park was all | Dr. Dernburg In These Days,
| but unknown a decade or more ag To THE | R oF THE SUN—Sir; Par-
Those davs were not so ideal buat ™00 e " X '-: my '-‘rv-nr’.'yﬂr--u.l;..u.-.v
that occasionally children broke the | o070 1000 800 i ':_;;”‘"l":: ToRUIR
branches of a lowering shrub or pickKed | hareed  with  explosive  possiblities
a blossom from the branchea. But leads the editorial page of your
the wholesale and ruthless attacks on Sundiy'm [ssue
the beauties of Central Park now so wollidl unquestionably be of vast
common on Saurdays and Sundays, ance to our President in

N8 preser position {f all Amer-

| that the rest of the week is needed to
| restore the appearance of order, were
then unknown.

Nor was it custemary to answer the
protests of the police in the past with
deciarations of {ndependence and the
right to any sort of use of the privi-
leges of Central Park., 1t !s this spirit
A8 much as the growing vandallsm
which makes the present severity
the police so encouraging to all oiti-
| 2ens who have any pride In the pres-
Ie-r\.'auun of the parks.

of

Judge Hovon's remark in sentencing
one of the persons implicated In the
case which braught OLIVER OBBORNE 10
general attentlen, to the effect that the
man beforse him was “a very small
cog In a very big wheel” msupporta the
popular opinjion that the origina

hirges were not merely the result of
a reckless individual's effort to extor:
money from a man whowse disposition
was misjudged. The history of
case, g0 far as [t is known to the pub-
i, suggests a far more sinister des g
and it Is gratifyving to ohsarve thi
none of those Involved In it showas an
intention of quitting before the whole

truth is made clear,
Thera 18 & vast 'Narenca hotween o
hoss and a leader - Lewiston Journal
Immeasurable. the name,

Germany's Blggest Blunder.
From the Evening Poat
While German newspapers

Ing in the Infamy of murdering wome:
and children at sea, an ltallan newspa
per speaks a true word. Tre Messag:
declares that the torpedoing of the Lusi
tania is a more heavy blow to the Ger-

ire glory-

e

man cause than would have been the
lose of a great battle The (arman (Gov-
ernment, in {ts oflicial statement, has
not a word of regret that so many live

neutrals were
mercilessness It

of non=combatants and
lost.  All 18 military
was & “brilliant success.”  Hul
{in this country know better
hem was quoted In yesterday's pag
as saying—what, in fnet, has been he {
from other German Americans, and nig<t
be deep In the hearts of all of then
tht the #inking of the l.ausitania w
the biggest Llunder that an

thorities nad we the

Germans |
Une of

au

Lieer
ueginning of the war

It real.y seemed impossible that tha |
ierman rulers had left for thems=elyvis n
limax in deeds fitted to ahock
lited world, and to bring upon

*x

ul

the civ-

Lhein the

abhorrence of all humans peopie, but
they had, and they have now attained it
Sonlemn treaties mude scraps of paper
Belgium tramp.ed into bloody mire, laou
vain followed by Rhelims, asphyxiating
gases—It seemed hard to make that atro
ious record blacker, obut it has been
done  As if the ruthless militarists now )

n contro! of tha terman (lovernment
were desirous of depriving thel T
try nt one mroke of every remaining |
shred of sympathy in neutral lands th sy
lavised this erime of slaughtering the in-
nocents a0 A% to outstrip in hideousness
all that had gone before, or that it en
tered into the imaginat f man to
concelve. The viny of Germany
could not have inflicted a blow upao
so destructive or t

waoras! «

her rojpute hier

popes. The torpedo that sunk the Lausd
tania also sank dermany in the it
ion of mankind, Men will now be tempted
to may of tha Kaiser what Coleridge |
said of Napoleon when he heard that!
Bonaparta had declarsd that the inter-
vats of small States must always sye-
cumb o great ones: "Thank God! he
has sealed his fate, from this moment
his fall Is certain”

It Is at oence a crime and a monumen-
tal folly For & military advantage
which ia but trifling, and which cannot
really affect the course of the war ox
copt adversely to Germany, she lhius of-
fronted the moral sense of the world!
and sacrificed her standing wmuong the |
natiuns. |

His Deficleney.

To The EviTor oF THE SUN--8ir; As

1 go about this town 1 am struck with

the oddness of my belng Just an Ameri-
can, My appendix is stil] with me, but |
I miss thae hyphen
Wonder whether |
another
push"?
Naw Yonx, May 10,

shouldn't acquira |
language and ‘'get into the |
Jouwn Worrny.

AnLA a.leglance, who, as

YOu ver) »ly say, are behind the
Governm ington In this crit-
cal momer let their patriotism

§ eX]T

| to save him from the usual

intent of the assall-!

| ately

peaceful feslings on the part of many
of us: “The President will act deliber-
and firmly, and Mr. Bryan says
not to rock the hoat”? All know, with-
out thess starsotyped announcaments,

that on the occasion of any disaster to

mr countrymen abroad a letter will be
sent to the offender with graceful and
appropriate suggestions for moral up-
iit. Every forelgn Power or Mexican
anarchy knows that under no possible
circumstances will we go further than
this, although on one occaslon the "boat
was rocked” all the way to Vera Cruz
and back. Joun B. GLRASON,
NEw Yorm, May 10

Two Cahinet Vacancles.

To Tie Epitor or THE SuvNn—8ir: May
I ruggest that the moment has arrived
in the minds of all thinking Amaricans
for the prees and the peopla to demand
the resignation of the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Navy?

NEw York, May 10, ARNOLD DALT.

Would Suspend Officlal Relations With
GGermany.

To t™r Epitor or Tue Son—B8ir: As
n New Yorker and old subsoriber at a
distance 1 urge that the Government,
pending any final actlion, withdrmaw at
mee from any offielal afMiliation with a
Government which aets at deflance all
he lawe of Gind and man and applauds
the awful crime. 8. RICHARDSON,

SaN Fraxcisco, May 9.

The Hohenrollern Motive,

To tie Enimor oF THE [R0Nn—Sir: Thea
recent atrocities of the German Governe-
me, 1t would seem, elearly within
ategory of wrongs which their own
representative at The Hagua character-
lzed as thoss which [nternational law
loes not need to lexislate against, since
hey fall under the {nstant and universal

on of mankind. Fuallure to
ageressiva action on the part of
P'ris Wilson means not merely the
abandonment of our past demands but
the renunclation of our future righta

It s clear that the Kalser, at Arst
‘nfluenced by a subconscious bellef that
he i aoccountable only to God, Whose
instrument on earth he clalma to ba
now fears that the end of the Hohen-
soldern dynasty 8 at hand and that he
will be stripped of his power. The Im-
politie aecte of madness and crime of
which he s gullty not only have allen-
ated from him the support of his former
friends throughout the world but indl.

sondem
take

cate that the!r dsaperate character could |

on'y ba inspired by his own aenss of
desparation. What the Ka'sar and the
representatives of the German medla-
tized familles are fighting for !s the!r

'wn political life, and thla personal mo-

It

1 action

tive is involving the whole world,
would seem as If some cone
by the neutral nations shou
under tha leadership of

the

State- to ourb this Prussian paranoiac

L. C. WHIiTON,
New Yonx, May 10
“Parlaha.”

To vHe Foiror oF Tue Bun—8ir: All
wrmans shou!d be treated from now
as pariahs and outrasts
refuse 1o mpeak to or hold any communi
ition with them or with our pro<iar-
man acqualntances. Avo!d them in the
oata and public convevancea, and f
& make them realize the helnous
crimes they have comm!itted
F. WHITLOOK.
New Yorx, May 10

The Gulfiight Case More Flagrant
To tTHE Enimor o THE SUN—8ir: It

We anould |

in belligarent countriea® 8.
New Yomx, May 10

A Noyade.

To rar Enrror o Tur Sow
“What are you golng to do about I1t?
It wam only A noyade by way of warn-
ing. Mind vour p's and q's or worse w
| come,

Rir

BPITERLUGEN VON PUFFENDORF
Naw Yorx, May 10

Damnable Plracy.

To e Eotronr oF Tie Sux

blowing up of passenger ships with

non-combatants and neutrals !s damn

able  plracy. The American peopis

| ahould hoyeott the German both In busl-
ness and In a soclal way,

Qir; The

I am of Swedish blood, E KR
| BemantTon, Pa, May 10,
| pet NG A
l An Advoeate of Ostraclam.
i To T™me EviTor of THE BuN—-8ir: The

unspeakable erime of the Lusitania
should ba the limit of national endur-
ance, and yet [t seems even more sick-
sning when we hear men we had sup-

| posed were sane justify the act The
Justification amounts to a theory tha!
if a man saya he'll murder me | | walk

down Hroadway, where | have a perfect

right to walk, then when [ da and
he doesg murder me It's all rlght. We've
heard some pretty strang. n thesa

|days, some pretty degenerate partisan
| moraiity, but nothing to tou

If an lgnorant anarchist gets up and
pralses murder he's arrested, and quite

this

properly, because praise of it incltes |t ¢
Are not the justifiers of this w esale |
murder of American women and chil-

dren equally eriminal?

1 fear 1 have not enough faith (n the
consistency of our authorities to believe
they wili put Herman, Haus iottlle
and the rest behind | together wit!
the, thank Guod, very few Americat
talk in ain ' Irse
possibla with self-respact 8 1o OSLFACS:
politically, wsoclally and com
every man who makes nimse.
an accomplice after the faet in the n
| dastardly corime committed for cen
ries DurerigLd OssoRNE,
New Yomx, May 10

Fault of the American Press.
To T™am Epitor or THe Sun—8ir: 1

AT,
S WP

AF o atrAlT I'he only

'do not doudt, thmt every ‘ierman wil|
regret the loas of so many Americar
lifes. But why d4!d they risk their lifes

not the have d

the U. 8. A.? 1
iged to answer
t not tha amer-

so foollehly, would 11}
much better to stay In
would be very m

my question, wheth

wan presa which has be biamed a
great deal for the loss of 30 many Amer-
icans
Since February 1%, tha declaration of

the war gone, the press ie made f
about the german submarinae blockad
ind assu H vine LN
| salling be b U, & A. and Eng
iand were Just as safe am bLefore
war zone was declared Did 14
ame an press ca.l It a germa 14
| and *blunder

Do you realize it now, that you
wrong (n doing so

Germar - wing at 2 AN0 mer

ut

a dav and 1 triea to stane

the who!e german populatior q you
imagine how sorry the German must
he*

| lat us hope, that nons of the Amari-
cans will go again an engi.sh
“ Kteamer, bacause they wou'l v

on

tRke 1la

| same chances a8 thelirs fellow

did H. HorsTETTER,
New Yorx, May 10

eitizen

{ ession right at the state-
pent of that fact bven a recdent as would be wall for the Amaricans who What Are American Lives to German
Hitle Lkely to he swaved in his ultimate are now so indignant against Germany | Nuccesses?
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